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EDITORIAL

Students assessment is useful for evaluating curriculum, guiding learning and giving awareness for tutors and students about 

the ability to change. Most practicing physicians are involved in assessing clinical competence of trainees, peers, and other 

health professionals. Ideally, the assessment of competences (what the student is able to do) should provide insight into actual 

performance, as well as generate new knowledge and improve performance.1,2

The recent shift of focus from the process of education to the required outcomes has led to an increased emphasis on newer 

are medical knowledge, patient care, communication skills, professionalism, systems-based practice, and practice-based learning 

and improvement).3

Miller’s pyramid, which illustrates clearly the different levels of assessment. Use of the lowest level (simple knowledge) should 
4 

to quantify.2

to which the measurement is accurate and reproducible), validity (whether the assessment measures what it should measure), 

impact on future learning and practice, acceptability, and costs.5 Several new methods of assessment have been implemented 

communication skills and professionalism.6 The use of multiple observations and different assessment methods can overcome 

some limitations of individual assessment methods. The important issue is not so much the individual methods themselves, but the 

utility of the assessment programme as a whole.2,4

Students and residents most commonly receive global ratings at the end of a rotation, which is a very subjective way of observing 

clinical team, and patients can provide insight into trainees’ work habits, capacity for teamwork, and interpersonal sensitivity, at a 

multisource (“360-Degree”) feedback in clinical settings.2,4

Simulations involving mannequins can be used to assess how individuals or teams work.2 Standardized patients are often 

teaching and learning in a safer environment for patients and students.

In Brazil, education for health professions has received increasing attention, thanks to the diffusion of recognized teaching 

teachers, and protects patients.
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